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Suffolk’s Enlarged Museum 


The greatly enlarged and other- 
wise improved museum of the 
Suffolk County Historical Society 
at Riverhead is to be dedicated 
some time in the near future. The 
work was made possible through 
the will of the late Mrs. Cora B. 
Reeves Barnes, widow of Colonel 
William J. Barnes, one time presi- 
dent of the Society. 

To fully equip the two new wing's 
of the enlarged building, the 
Society needs funds beyond the 
legacy which provided them. For 
that reason a membership drive is 
now under way. In charge of this 
drive President John D. Hallock 
has appointed a committee consist 
ing of Paul Bailey, chairman, Miss 
Louise Ockers and George L. 
Weeks. Dues are $5 a year, which 
amount may be sent to Miss Rose 
P. Tefry, Treasurer, Riverhead, or 
if sent to the Long Island Forum 
will be forwarded. 


What Became of Wild Pigeons? 
Osborn 


Coast Guard 


By Eugene T. 
Captain (Ret), U. S. 


The one time super-abundance of 
Wild Pigeons on Long Island and 
elsewhere in America, and their 
rapid extinction, are responsible for 
a number of theories on the subject. 
What happened to these once popu 
lar game-birds has been, and still 
is used extensively as the moral 
around which many have based con- 
servation ideas and beliefs. 

A story told me as a boy by a 
respected and honest citizen, long 
since dead, who lived here in East 
Moriches has always intrigued me 
and created in my mind a very 
reasonable doubt as to whethe1 
mankind was solely responsible for 
the disappearance of this species. 

The incident occurred when the 
narrator was himself a young boy 
(probably between 1865 and 1870) 
and concerned a spectacular and 
ecntinuous flight of Wild Pigeons 
over East Moriches which lasted 
from early morning until dark of 
the same day. The flight was of 
such vast proportions, I was told, 


Continued on page 64 
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“Raynham S#€all in Oyster Bay 


NE of Long Island’s most 
historic and romantic 
old homes stands on West 
Main street, in Oyster Bay 
which Village itself has a his- 
tory both unique and impor- 
tant in the annals of what is 
now Nassau County. The 
building is known as Rayn- 
ham Hall and was built in 
1740, a generation before this 
nation was born, by Samuel 
Townsend, a member oi the 
First Provincial Congress and 
of a committee appointed in 
1776 to frame a constitution 
for the State of New York. 
On July 4, 1933 nearly two 
centuries after its erection, 
Raynham Hall was formerly 
opened to public inspection 
for the first time by the Oys- 
ter Bav Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution. It is now main- 
tained as a museum of colon- 
ial and other historic relics, 


by the Town of Ovster Bay. 
During Revolutionary days 
many gay scenes were enact- 


ed in the maiestic ediface. 
Lieutenant Colonel Simcoe 
and other officers of the 
Rangers of the British occu- 
pational forces were quarter- 
ed here. The troops were sta- 
tioned at a fort which stood 
overooking the bay. Because 
of the presence of the Ran- 
gers and the frequent visits 
of British Warships to local 
waters, Oyster Bay was the 
scene of many social events. 

Major John Andre stayed 
at Raynham Hall shortlv be- 
fore his captur2 at Tarrytown 
hv American forces as a Brit- 
ish spy, for which he paid the 
supreme sacrifice. Various 
stories have come down of the 
officer’s admiration for Sarah, 
one of the several beautiful 
dauchters of Samuel Town- 
send who, with his familv, 
lived at Raynham Hall. Ac- 
cording to Townsend family 
reports, Andre was a great 
In the old china cun- 
board. still a part of the orie- 
inal dining room, he once hid 


ioker 


H. P. Horton 


Miss Sarah’s skillfully made 
doughnuts and cakes, which 
she was to serve at a tea par- 
ty. He disclosed their where- 
abouts only at the very last 
moment. 

Of the young English Maj- 
or’s love for Sarah there is 
little doubt. Although it is 
not established that she re- 


Raynham Hall, Built 1740. 


ciprocated, she never married. 
The chambers which Andre 
and Simcoe used, with their 
hewn-oak flooring, may still 
be seen. Above one doorway 
are three window panes upon 
which the British officers 
would scratch with a dia- 
mond various sentiments 

On one pane may still be 
clearly read: “The Adorable 
Miss Sarah.”’ Under the Sarah 
is scratched “Sally Town- 
send” through which two 
lines are drawn. It is signed 
“J. W. Gill’. Another pane 
reads: “Miss A. T. The 
Acompl young lady in O. B.” 
The third pane bears the 
rame: “Sally Coles”. It is 
thought that J. W. Gill, a 
lieutenant under Col. Simcoe, 
having written “Sa!ly Town- 


send’, repented of his seem- 
ing familiarity and scratched 
the two lines through it. 

A few feet to the west of 
the house are two boxwood 
trees which were old when the 
British officers drank tea in 
their shade. Near these box- 
woods lie two mammoth iron 
links of the chain which was 
constructed early in 1778 and 
shortly thereafter was 


From Watercolor by Cyril A. Lewis. 


stretched across the Hudson 
at West Point to block the ad- 
vance of the British fleet. 

In the library of Raynham 
Hall is a photograph of the 
Articles of Agreement for the 
manufacture of the chain, be- 
tween Noble, Townsend and 
Company, proprietors of the 
Sterling Iron Works; and 
Quartermaster General 
Hughes of the United States 
Army. The entire chain was 
500 yards in length with links 
45 inches wide, made of the 
best sterling iron, 3 1-2 inches 
square. It cost about $400,000. 

Older than the chain and 
more closely associated with 
the Townsend family of Oyster 
Bay is the family clock which 
stands in the main hall. For 


Continued on Page 75 
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Pleasure Boat Insurance Specialist 
GEORGE C. BARTH 
134A Broadway, next to Post Office 


Amityville Phone 1688 (Res. 855) 


Automotive Supplies 
E. Clayton Smith, jobber. Re- 
placement parts, tools and equip- 
ment. 218-220 East Main Street, 
Babylon. Tel. 551. 


Imperial Washable Wallpapers 
Moore’s Paints and Varnishes, Duco 
and Nu-Enamel, Artists’ Materials. 
Gus Schmidt, 74 East Main St., 
Patchogue. 


Visitors Welcome 

The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 
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that “sometimes the sky was black 
with birds.” 

The most amazing thing about 
this specific flight was, it seems, 
that the pigeons were all “headed 
out to sea” on a course which, if 
continued, would have eliminated 
any possibility of their reaching 
land. This is all I remember of the 
account except that my informant 
was of the opinion that very likely 
the birds perished at sea. 

Taking into consideration the 
tiny space occupied by Long Island 
on a general chart of the coastline 
of the United States and the wee 
pinpoint East Moriches would make 
thereon, the suicidal potentialities 
of all such flights taken together 
must have been tremendous. The 
number of Wild Pigeons that could 
have passed over Long Island or 
that one day staggers the imagina- 
tion. My friend told me, If I re- 
member correctly, that he never 
saw a Wild Pigeon on Long Island 
after that occasion. 

Similar flights of these birds in- 
land and over the Great Lakes are 
said to have been not uncommon 
during that era. Audubon, in “Birds 
of America,” is reported to have 
witnessed such a flight in Kentucky 
which lasted three days. In this 
book it is recorded that “the air 
was literally filled with them” and 
“the light of noonday was obscured 
as by an eclipse.” 

It is estimated that the number 
of pigeons passing overhead during 
only three hours (in a flock one 
mile wide) was one billion, one hun- 
dred fifteen million, one hundred 
and thirty-six thousand. Multiply 
this by the number of three-hour 
periods of flight during the three 
days and one may think he is read- 
ing the National budget. 

Man has used poisons and other 
means of destruction to eradicate 
certain alleged undesirable crea 
tures. His efforts have seldom met 
with complete success. But the 
Wild Pigeons, probably the most 
numerous species of bird in their 
day, disappeared entirely within 
such a relatively short time that 
many are not entirely agreed as to 
the cause. Was it a mass suicide? 


Powhatan and Other Wrecks 


I would appreciate any informa- 
tion your readers may give about 
the ship Powhatan, said to have 
been stranded (or wrecked) off 
Long Beach April 16, 1854, with a 
loss of 311 lives. I have no record 
of this ship in my Long Island Ship- 
wreck Index which lists about 400 
such episodes from 1660 to 1950. 

I especially like the ship stories 
in the Forum. I recently obtained 
a photo of the figurehead of the 


Continued on page 
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Wines and Liquors 
Large assortment of 
Brands at the Lowest Possible 
Prices and in various size con- 
tainers to suit your needs. Emile 
“Bill” Losi, Park Ave. and Ireland 
Place, Amityville. 


Popular 


Walter Reeves 

Probably born about 1650; settled 
in Burlingten Co., N. J., prior to 
1678; believed to have come from 
vicinity of Southold or Southamp- 
ton, L. I. (but may have come from 
West Indies). Information sought 
as to his origin, family. Wife’s 
name was Susannah—. (Also spelt 
Reeve). Address H. F. Reves, 
1009 Fox Bldg., Detroit 1, Mich. 


For Long Islanders 
“NY & Queens County Ry.— 
Steinway Lines” 68 pgs. 16 illus. 
So complete it’s almost a history of 
Queens County. 75c postpaid. Also, 
LIRR Map-history, 25c. Felix Reif- 
schneider, Box 774 Orlando, Florida. 
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2.00 


“Old Father Goose’ Illustrated 
New Suffolk Edition 3.00 


GET OUR ESTIMATE FIRST 
Not How Cheap But How Good! 


Subscribe to 


rHE MESSENGER, 3.00 a Yr. 


—_ 
Tel. Smithtown 1010 
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Specializing in 
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“Payne Never [ ived at East “Hampton 


Editor’s Note 

Since the appearance in the 
March Forum of Dr. Wood’s article 
entitled “Payne Did Visit East 
Hampton”, among the letters re- 
ceived one in particular insisted 
that the author of Home Sweet 
Home not only visited East Hamp- 
ton but lived there as a youth. The 
same writer was just as insistent 
that Payne was born in 
Hampton until in 1948 Dr. 
completely discredited that claim. 


LTHOUGH the contrary 
has been proven “be- 
yond the peradventure of 
doubt”, certain residents of 
East Hampton at the far 
reaches of Long sland are at- 
tempting to delude themselves 
and others by insisting that 
the birthplace of John How- 
ard Payne is still “in dispute”. 
They, however, reveal their 
own disbelief by now claiming 
that at least he “spent his 
youth” where his mother was 
born and his father was once 
a teacher. 

Little was known about the 
childhood and youth of Payne 
until a century to the year 
after Payne in 1813 went to 
Europe where a decade later 
Home, Sweet Home was first 
sung in London. 

In 1913 there was published 
a book entitled the Early life 
of John Howard Payne. It 
proves that he never lived at 
East Hampton nor spent his 
childhood nor his youth at 
East Hampton, by showing 
that those years of his life 
were spent elsewhere. The 
author is a resident of Schen- 
ectady, N. Y., the seat of 
Union University which 
Pavne attended from 1806 to 
1808. He is Willis Tracy Han- 
son, a great-grandson of Alex- 
ander Conte Hanson, Member 
of Congress from Maryland 
and an early friend and pat- 
ron of Payne. 

The earlier Hanson in Oct- 
ober 1812 offered Payne a job 
on his Baltimore newspaper, 
the Federal Revublican. Payne 
declined the offer although he 
was at the time living on bor- 


Dr. Glarence A. Wood 


rowed money. Later Hanson 
and other friends of Payne 
raised a purse of $2,000. This 
enabled Payne to sail tor Eur- 
ope the following January. 


The plan was for Payne to tra- 
vel and study there for a short 
time only. However Payne re- 
nearly 


mained abroad for 
twenty years. 

The book by Willis T. Han- 
son of Schenectady is based 
on original letters of Payne 
now in the library of Union 
University and on letters of 
others, copies of which now in 
the possession of Mr. Hanson 
were carefully transcribed by 
2ayne while in Europe. These 
letters tell the story where 
Payne actually spent his early 
life. For the information of 
any who may want to check 
the references herein made 
te the Hanson book, there is 
or was a copy in the Home 
Sweet Home cottage at East 
Hampton. 

Payne’s father was William 
2ayne and his mother was 
Sarah Isaacs. William Payne 
ceased to teach in Clinton 
Academy at East Hampton 
during the summer of 1790. 
His name appears in the direc- 
tory of New York City for 


1791. John Howard Payne 
was born in lower Manhattan. 
June 9, 1791 (Forum June 
and October 1948). The fam- 
ily moved to Boston when 
Payne was five or six years 
old (Hanson p. 27. The num- 
erals in parentheses unless 
otherwise indicated, herein- 
after refer to pages of the 
Hanson book). With no evi- 
dence of any kind to the con- 
trary, it is natural and fair to 
presume that the Payne child- 
ren including John lived dur- 
ing this period with their 
parents in New York as they 
did later in Boston. 

Payne attended school in 
Boston until 1804 (17). In that 
city he organized a little mili- 
tary company (159). In his 
thirteenth year, while there, 
he was associated with an- 
other youth bout his own age 
in the publication of a small 
paper called The Fly. The 
editor-in-chief, Samuel Wood- 
worth, later wrote the Old 
Oaken Bucket. Payne during 
this period of his life also 
contributed to local papers 
(19). 

The home ties at Boston 
were broken in November 
1805. Payne was sent by his 
father to New York to learn 





View of Home, Sweet Home, Showing Windmill 





LONG ISLAND FORUM 


the business of his deceased 
elder brother William Osborn 
Payne (23). He wrote to his 
father the day after Christ- 
mas for a little money with 
which to buy a tooth brush 
and to get a haircut (32). 

While yet thirteen in New 
York he drafted the prospect- 
us of a literary paper to be 
called Pastime. It was not, 
however, published. Subse- 
quently while in college he did 
publish for a time a paper with 
that name (33, 90). 

That same year he edited 
and published anonimously 
and unbeknown to his father 
fourteen numbers of a small 
theatrical paper called The 
Thespian Mirror, the first is- 
sue of which was dated Dec. 
28, 1805. (32, 35). He wrote 
at this time a comedy called 
Julia, which was produced at 
the Park Theatre, New York, 
Feb. 7, 1806 (41). His dra- 
matic criticism in the Mirror 
attracted much attention (60). 

William Coleman, editor of 
the New York Evening Post 
recently founded in 1801, in- 
vited the still unidentified 
editor of the Mirror to his 
home (37). He was surprised 
at the extreme youth of Payne 
and also captivated by his 
mentality (38). 

Editor Coleman advised 
Payne to give up his paper and 
prepare to become a lawyer. 
He also influenced John E. 
Seaman to sponsor Payne’s 
education. Seaman had been 
a particular friend of Payne’s 
elder brother William (47). 
He offered to adopt Payne and 
to support him until of age in 
a profession (47). Payne at 
first refused to give up his 
paper and continued its publi- 
cation. Eventually he did, 
however, give up the Mirror. 
(49). 

The professors at Columbia 
College agreed to waive their 
tuition fees (44). Princeton 
and a horse for Payne were 
considered by Seaman. While 
Princeton might be free from 
certain “seducing charms and 
baleful vices”, it was thought 
to be not far enough from New 


Continued ow page 7 


APRIL 1952 








We’ve Never Paid Less Than 


22% 


Your savings are insured up to $10,000 


INTEREST 
DIVIDEND 





Write today for our handy save-by-mail kit 


Suffolk County Federal 
Savings and Loan 
Association 


Cadman H. Frederick, President 
Main Street Tel. 600 Babylon, N. Y. 


Member Federal Home Loan Bank of New York 











Member Federal Savings & Loan Insurance Corporation, 
Washington, D. C. 

















BUICK 


SERVICE PARTS 
Suffolk County’s Largest Selection of 


GUARANTEED USED CARS 


Ande-McEwan Motors, Inc. 


Tel. Bay Shore 2 228 East Main St., Bay Shore 
WE BUY USED CARS FOR CASH 


SALES 

















LONG ISLAND 


is located advantageously for light industry. 


Its suburban and rural areas offer ideal living 


conditions. 


Independent Textile Dyeing Co., Inc. 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 

















APRIL 1951 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Uriah ‘ Rogers, Southampton e7¥erchant 


ROM a letter book of Gels- 
ton & Saltonstall, Com- 
mission Merchants in New 
York City, referring to the 
years 1788 to 1791, interest- 
ing information has_ been 
gleaned regarding the prod- 
ucts of Long Island farmers 
and craftsmen of that era. 

This firm not only took 
merchandise on consignment 
from other merchants and 
producers but also bought and 
shipped to them whatever 
they wished. They had cus- 
tomers in Connecticut, New 
Jersey, Long Island, the West 
Indies and in the cities of 
Philadelphia, Boston and 
Richmond. 

Seventeen clients were from 
eastern Long Island, most of 
whom were merchants who 
obtained produce from the 
farmers, fishermen, etc., by 
paying cash or bartering. 
They also were speculators, 
who sometimes bought goods 
and had them shipped to other 
parts to ke sold at a profit. 
These merchants lived in Sag 
Harbor, Southampton and 
East Hampton and probablv 
knew David Gelston who had 
been born in Bridgehampton 
and moved to New York City. 
What he did for his country 
during the Revolution and the 
various offices he held, after- 
wards, is a story in itself. 

It might be interesting to 
note that among these seven- 
teen Long Island customers 
were William Payne of East 
Hampton, father of John 
Howard Payne, and John Jer- 
maine of Sag Harbor, the 
grandfather of Mrs. Russell 
Sage. 

In those days much of the 
goods was shipped in round 
wooden containers ranging in 
size as follows: keg, barrel, 
tierce, hogshead, pipe and tun. 
A tun held 252 gallons which 
was what we would call a tank 
today. Wood was cheaper and 
the wages of a cooper, too. It 
was also easier to load such a 
cargo because the containers 


NR, Howell 


could be rolled up the gang- 
plank. 

Over the three-year period 
of time which was before and 
after the new government of 
the United States was formed 
we will enumerate and discuss 
some transactions carried on 


David Gelston 


by Uriah Rogers of Southamp- 
ton, a very prominent citizen 
of his community and a keen 


wide-awake merchant. Some 
of his descendants still live in 
Southampton. 

Rogers seemed to be Gels- 
ton & Saltonstall’s best Long 
Island customer. In June of 
1788, a Captain Gates brought 
into the Port of New York 24 
hogsheads of molasses, three 
hogsheads of rum, eleven bar- 
rels of sugar and one sack of 
cotton wool for Uriah Rogers, 
consigned to Gelston & Salton- 
stall. Perhaps coming from 
the West Indies, it was a spec- 
ulation on Rogers’ part. He 
must have made a good profit 
on the sugar because it sold 
for ‘the extravagant price of 
1714 cents a pound.” 

In August, Rogers had sent 
to him by a coaster com- 
manded by one Captain 
Parker, 1 hogshead of York 

tum, 2 coils of rope, one two 
inch and the other two and 
one-half inch. Again in Sep- 
tember, another hogshead of 
“tolerable good West India 


Rum” costing Rogers three 
shillings six pence per gallon, 
was on its way to Southamp- 
ton by way of the Port of Sag 
Harbor. No wonder Rogers 
was one of those who peti- 
tioned the government to have 
a wharf built there. 

At this time a severe hurri- 
cane swept through the West 
Indies. Rogers asked G. & S.’s 
opinion about shipping lumber 
down there. They replied that 
it seemed good business to do 
so. Who knows but some of 
Long Island’s pine timber 
found its way to those south- 
ern isles? 

Rogers must have had a 
means of curing meat and 
pickling herring. In December 
of 1788, the commission house 
wrote that they would receive 
his tongues and beef hams as 
soon as he was sure they were 
cured. He evidently bought or 
took in trade the meat from 
the farmers, processed it and 
when he thought he had 
enough for a shipment and 
the market was right he 
would send it in. In February 
of the next year he did ship 
seven casks and two boxes of 
beef hams and one tierce con- 
taining 167 tongues. 

During the winter there was 
a demand for herring. Rogers 
was asked to ship some as soon 
as possible. These fish must 
have been caught in neighbor- 
ing waters and were obtained 
and processed under his super- 
vision. This is evident because 
Gelston & Saltonstall advised 
him to add saltpeter to his 
pickle as it improved the looks 
of the fish and helped their 
sale. 

During this time and up to 
1807 large quantities of flax 
were raised on Long Island, 
principally for the seed. 
Rogers shipped to New York 
many bushels in shiploads of 
three or four hundred. 

On February 13, 1789, 
Uriah Rogers inquired into the 
cost of casting a bell. It might 


67 
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have had some connection with 
the Presbyterian Church of 
Southampton. The Rogers 
family for generations have 
been interested in this church. 

By April, Rogers had col- 
lected in trade tallow enough 
to fill three barrels which he 
shipped in with some other 
goods. 

He was very anxious to ob- 
tain 100 bushels o1 salt at once 
but being unable to get a 
prompt shipment by the way 
of Sag Harbor, he had it 
brought in to Quogue by a 
Captain Baker. 

It is interesting to note that 
in April of 1789 Rogers in- 
quired into the sale price of 
whale-oil. They replied that it 
was only 60 shillings a barrel 
and “we know of no good pros- 
pects.” Evidently at this time, 
the ladies of Southampton 
needed some calico. David 
Gelston himself selected’ the 
goods which “we hope the 
choice will suit the fashions 
of Southampton.” 

Two hundred more bushels 
of salt were sent out by Cap- 
tain Nathan Post. Salt was 
sold either by water or land 
measure. The cost of -this 
quantity was fixed by land 
measure. 

On April 31, 1789 an appeal 
was made by David Gelston to 
Rogers to line up the voters of 
his vicinity to help re-elect 
Governor George Clinton. His 
advice to Rogers was: “Be 
active, be vigilant, be watch- 
ful. Spare no pains. A few 
days more and the foundation 
will be laid for the future hap- 
piness or misery of unborn 
millions.” 

In May of 1789, the New 
York firm received a quantity 
of alewives, very boney fish 
that were caught up the small 
streams where they went to 
spawn each spring. There 
was little demand for them, 
however. At that time business 
as a whole was greatly stag- 
nated due to the ‘general sus- 
picion in the minds of the 
people between the new gov- 
ernment taking place and the 
dissolution of the old.” 

Mr. Rogers bought a sloop 
through Gelston & Saltonstall 


OS 


so that he would not have to 
pay freight on his goods to 
and from New York. At the 
same time he made his wife 
happy by buying three look- 
ing-glasses, their total cost 
amounting to thirteen pounds 
two shillings and three pence. 
A lot of money in those days. 
Gelston & Saltonstall wrote 
that they hoped they would 
please his wife. 

In the fall of 1789, Rogers 
purchased some linseed oil, but 
not needing a whole barrel. he 
divided it with Stephen Howell 
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of Sag Harbor. About this 
time it must have gotten a bit 
dry again as another hogshead 
of good rum from the West 
Indies was shipped to Rogers. 

When at last his sloop, the 
Cynthia, was ready for deliv- 
ery, Gelston & Saltonstall ad- 
vised Rogers to send his own 
crew to man her because it 
would be much cheaper and 
at the same time they could 
carry 18 casks of gin on board, 
presumably a gift to the east 
end merchant prince from his 
the New York concern. 








BUICK SALES 


D. A. ELDREDGE 


AND SERVICE 





281 Main Street 








Established 1919 


Nassau County’s Largest Buick Dealer 
Tel. 7060 
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Bailey’s Long Island History 


A limited number of sets of 
the Long Island History, com- 
piled by Paul Bailey and pub- 
lished last year by the Lewis 
Historical Publishing Com- 
pany of New York, has been 
made available through the 
Long Island Forum at one- 
third off the publishers’ price. 

This drastic reduction from 
the original price of $46.50 is 
made possible by eliminating 
volume 3 which consists en- 
tirely of biographical sketches. 

Volumes 1 and 2 comprise 
the complete History as com- 
piled by Editor Bailey and 
written by leading authorities 
in every field, consisting of 
more than 1000 pages, 43 
chapters and 200 illustrations. 

These handsomely printed 
and bound deluxe books (size 
8x1034 inches) will be sent, 
while they last, in the same 
order that applications are re- 
ceived. Price $30. 


3esides the complete history 
of the island, from its discov- 
ery, including chapters on geo- 


logy and archaeology, there 
are separate chapters on each 
of the towns in Nassau and 
Suffolk Counties, the history 
of the leading church denom- 
inations, whaling, fishing, 
shell fisheries, agriculture, 
medicine, banking, education, 
aviation and many other sub- 
jects. 

Long Island Birdlife is com- 
piled by Edwin Way Teale, 
nationally known authority; 
the island’s mammals, by Dr. 
W. J. Hamilton, Cornell zoolo- 
gist. The most extensive cov- 
erage of the island’s Indians 
ever printed was prepared by 
John H. Morice. Among the 
authors represented are J. 
Russel Sprague, Dr. Oscar G. 
Darlington, Dr. Clarence Ash- 
ton Wood, Miss Jacqueline 
Overton, Rev. John K. Sharp, 
Chester R. Blakelock, Osborn 
Shaw, Herbert F. Ricard, 
Preston R. Bassett, Robert R. 
Coles, Halsey B. Knapp, 
Nancy Boyd Willey, Mary E. 
Bell—in all more than forty 
such authorities. 


Convenient Payments Arranged 


Address: LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Amityville, N. Y. 


Tel. Amityville 554 
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(apt. Kidd’s “Oreasure (Chest 


MAY people have written 
of Captain Kidd, but I 
think few delved into so many 
old documents, both here and 
abroad as Harold T. Wilkins 
claimed to have done. He told 
of them in his book “Captain 
Kidd and his Skeleton Island.” 
He believed that Kidd was 
sacrificed not only to save the 
face of some former partners 
in high places, but also to ap- 
pease the wrath of the Great 
Mogul whose ship had been 
taken by pirates, and his 
daughter maltreated. There 
was danger, claimed Wilkins, 
that he would drive the Great 
East India Company out of 
India and something had to be 
done about it. Kidd’s death 
was that something. 

It has been claimed that 
Kidd visited a number or 
places on Long Island, but I 
doubt that he buried treasure 
in all of them. 

When we read a list of some 
of his possessions that are 
said to have been sold at auc- 
tion after his death, one does 
not wonder there were many 
pirates on the high seas. Mr. 
Wilkins says he found the list 
in an old document in London. 
Here are a few items: ingots 
of gold and silver, diamonds, 
rubies, agats emeralds, crys- 
tals, cornelians and sapphires. 
A strange item “one sweet cod 
in a bladder” Mr. Wilkins 
thinks was probably musk. 

This was not all his trea- 
sure. According to Wilkins, 
Kidd wrote to the House of 
Commons that if they would 
grant a reprieve and ‘place 
him on a boat he would lead 
them to great treasure. But 
declares the author, public 
pressure was too great. 

For many, many years, 
writes Mr. Wilkins, there was 
no clue as to where the bulk of 
Captain Kidd’s treasure was 
buried. There was an old lady 
in England who was very fond 
of her many old treasures. 
Then one dav she heard some 
one say “When the old lady 


Kate W. Strong 


dies we will have all her 
relics.”” She promptly sold her 
treasures to an antique shop. 
One was a very old chest, 261 
inches long, 13 inches wide 
and 16 inches deep. On the 
lid was a black flag, a silver 
skull-and-cross-bones and the 
date 1699. Below was carved 
“Captain Kidd his Chest.” 


This was bought by someone 
interested in pirate lore. One 
day he discovered a loose nail 
near the bottom and found an- 


This bureau had runners to 
support the lid, one runner 
sealed with wax. When it was 
removed, carefully rolled up 
inside was another map. This 
had the name of a far eastern 
sea, but still no real clue as 
to the Island’s whereabouts. 
Another chart was found un- 
der a looking glass on the bot- 
tom of a tray of another old 
sea chest. Each added a bit 
to the puzzle, but the key 
chart, for such there must be, 
was still missing. 


At long last Mr. Wilkins 


Sketched by Kay Trainer 


other loose nail on the other 
side. On pulling them out, a 
false bottom came loose and 
on the underside was a map, 
a real pirate map, such as one 
sees in a work of fiction, but 
seldom in real life. 

It was of some strange 
island, but no clue as to where 
it Was to be found. Spots were 
marked with crosses and told 
exactly what kind of treasure 
was in each. The exact loca- 
tion of these spots was not re- 
vealed. Later another map 
turned up in an old bureau 
marked with a brass plate in- 
scribed “Captain Kidd Adven- 
ture Galley 1690”, showing, 
claimed Wilkins, that Kidd 
had a much earlier ship by the 
same name as the one on 
which he made his historic 
voyage. 


claims that a friend wrote 
him: “I have found the Key 
Chart.” It was in the false 
bottom of still another old 
chest, with an inscription on a 
brass plate reading: “William 
and Sarah Kidd, Their Chest”’. 
A copy of one map is shown in 
Mr. Wilkins book but not the 
Key Map as the owner said he 
hoped to go there some day. 

This map, he says, shows 
rocks, water, landing places, 
a swamp and a glen called the 
Valley of Death; also direc- 
tions for finding each trea- 
sure. Mr. Wilkins believes 
this Island to be in the eastern 
Pacific, far off the regular 
ships lanes. He claims that 
some such island has been re- 
ported as seen and is shown on 
some old charts. 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Sayville 


Lillian H. Robinson, Realtor 
Real Estate, Insurance, 
Furnished Cottages 
Farms - Homes - Acreage 
169 W. Main St. Tel. Sayville 19 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 
Munsey Park 
See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
3393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 


Mineola 
J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 
Hicksville 
SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Ine. 
Real Estate - 
90 Broadway Tel. 


Insurance 
Hicksville 600 
Farmingdale 
Factory Sites, Buildings 
See “Grey 291 Conklin St., 
Fartfingdale. Real Estate Broker. 

Tel. Farmingdale 321 
Riverhead 
DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Sound, 


Sosa, 


Places along Ocean, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 


Port Washington 


Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Inc. 
Real Estate and Insurance 

176 Main Street 
Tel. POrt Washington 7-3124 
Freeport 


JOHN J. RANDALL 
Freeport Real Estate 
Appraisals 
Freeport 525 


Management 
200 W. Sunrise Hy. 








Custom Builders 
Billson Housing Corp 
900 Merrick Road 
Nassau Shores, L.1., N. Y. 


Wr. F. Trautwein 
Sayville 2425-w MAssapequa 6-2920 














Cash and Carry 
Service 15% Off 
UNQUA LAUNDRIES 
Phone Amityville 1348 
Dixon Avenue Copiague 
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famous clipper or square-rig ship 
Belle of Oregon wrecked off West- 
hampton Beach in 1902. The figure- 
head is now in the Mariners’ 
Museum at Newport News, Va., 
probably the finest such institution 
in the country. Also photo of the 
historic steamship Franklin's fig 
urehead, a very good likeness of 
Benjamin Franklin. This vessel was 

lost off Center Moriches in 1854 
The Franklin’s figurehead stood 
for some time on a lawn at Bellport. 
Later it was sold and is now sup 
posed to be in Maine. I wrote a 
story of the Franklin for the Forum 
a few years ago and have photos 
of the ship and its captain. The 
figurehead, if procurable, would 
make a nice exhibit for the Suffoll 
County Historical Society as the 
wreck occurred about ten miles to 
the south of its museum in River- 
head. The figurehead is six or 
seven feet high and was originally 

painted in several vivid colors 
Harry B. 
Bridgehampton 


Squires, 


Mr. Squires’ photographs of Long 
Island shipwrecks probably com 
prise the largest collection 
existence. He comes rightfully by 
his interest in this field as his 
father was captain of the Louis V 
Place from ‘which he and most of 
the crew were lost cff Cherry Grove 
in February 1895 when the ill-fated 
schooner went to pieces on the 
cuter bar. In our own list of dis- 
astrous shipwrecks in Long Island 
waters, the Powhatan, referred t 
by Mr. Squires, is not mentioned 
Editor. 


College Point Reformed Church 
The College Point Reformed 
Church dates from the latter 
months of 1871. Its ecclesiastical 
formation was due to the efforts of 
its first pastor Rev. E. S. Fair- 
child. Its edifice and parsonage 
were the gift of the Poppenhusen 
family. 

It was on 
Rev. Fairchild 
ligious services at the Poppen 
husen Institute. Such services 
were thenceforward held regularly 
in its main hall. Steps were soon 
taken leoking to the organization 
of a church. In accordance with 
the action of the North Classis of 
the Reformed Church of Long 
Island, such organization was ef 
fected March 24, 1872 with Rev 
Fairchild as pasto 

The members of its first con 
sistory were Hugo Funke, elde 


Continued on next page 


Nov. 12, 
began to 


1871 that 
hold re 


Nassau Shores, Massapequa 


"GILMAN J. COLLAMORE ~ 
Licensed Realtor 
Merrick and Unqua Roads 
__ Mi issapequa 2297 and 940 





Commack 


JOHN W. NOTT 
Established 1925 
Country Homes - Farms - Acreage 
Jericho Tpk. Tel. Commack 2268 


Huntington 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Inc. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 





Wyandanch 
H. \ROL D S. ISH AM 
All Lines of Picauies 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 





Mastic 


BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
Realtor - Insuror - Appraisor 
Montauk Highway 
Phone Center Moriches 86 


G len Head 


M. oO. HOWEL .. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Tel. Glen Cove 491 
Glenwood Rd., near Glen Cove Rd. 


Ww esthampton_ Beach 


EDW ARD H. ROG ERS, Restor 
Ocean, Bay and Sound Frontage, 
Acreage, Summer Residences for 
sale and rent. 

Phone West Hampton 1827 





Central Islip 





ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 


Blue Point 


E. H. NOBLE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Blue Point Ave., opp. Brick Church 
Tel. Blue Point 901 & 1543-J 


Northport 


EDW ARD BIALI A 
Edwin N. Rewley Ine. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main Street Northport 108 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 
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Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 





Uniondale 
PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 


Patchogue 


Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. Patchogue 2300 


Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen Street Telephone 4-1500 


Westbury 


HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
WEstbury 7-0108 249 Post Ave. 
For Westbury and Vicinity 


Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCEL 
REALTOR 
Sales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. Floral Park 333 
Lake Ronkonkoma 
CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 
Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 


Setauket 
STEPHEN YATES 
Land, Farms, Shore Fronts 


in Suffolk County 
Old Field Road Setauket 225 


* BENJ LWEJT | 


Real Estate - Insurance 


East /JETAUKET 
— island, New York 
le 21.101 Setauket J 














Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 





GORDON W. FRASER, Mer. 


199-A Broadway, Amityville Tel. 376 
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and Bernhard Greeff and Avery H. 
Downer, deacons. 1 

In May 1872 Conrad Poppen- 
husen donated a sum sufficient to 
construct and partially maintain a 
place of worship. This he did in 
memory of two daughters then re 
cently deceased 

The cornerstone 
9, 1872 and the 


was laid Nov. 
building dedicated 
Sept. 28, 1873. A month later, Oct. 
27, 1873, Adolph Poppenhusen prt- 
sented a parsonage to the congre- 
gation. 

A chapel for the use of the Sun- 
day School was built eight years 
later at the corner of Tenth Street 
and First Avenue, east of the 
church proper. This was the gift 
of Charles de Neufville, a teacher 
in the Sunday School and a deacon 
of the church. The chapel was ded- 
icated on the evening of Dec. 6. 
1881 and was first used by the 
Synday School Sunday, Dec. 10, 
1881. 

The churck edifice was renova 
ted in 1900. At that time the soci- 
ety had a membership of 143 and 
the Sunday School a membership 
of about 175. The consistory then 
included Hugo Funke, Walter 
Greenough and Alfred Schlesinger. 
The deacons were John D. Mac- 
Pherson, M. I)., John H. Johnson 
and Jacob Salathe. The organists 
were Bernard Greeff, who had 
given his services since the organ- 
ization of the church, and a Miss 
Packard. 

Rev. Fairchild served the church 
as pastor until the end of 1878. At 
the time of the dedication of the 
chapel in 1881 he had removed to 
Chicavo. His was Rev. 
Dr. Herman C. Berge who came in 


successor 


Jan. 1879 and left Feb. 1, 1889. He 


was succeeded by Rev. John Baum- 
eister who continued as the pastor 
until Feb. 7, 1899. He then left to 
become an instructor in a Manhat- 
tan college. 

Rev. Frank Malvevy, 
Port Jervis, assumed the pastorate 
Feb. 7, 1899. Born Oct. 16, 1866, 
he graduated from an academy at 
Port Jervis and from Rutgers Col- 
lege in 1893, and again in 1895 
with advanced and _ professional 
degrees. 

Dr. Clarence Ashton Wood, 
Contributing Editor. 


a 4 4 


o- 


a native of 


“Stage Waggon” of 1772 


Among some old clippings which 
belonged to my mother, I found a 
notice of 1772 which announced that 
“Samuel Nicolls, Benjamin Havens 
and Nathan Fordham propose to 
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East Quogue 
GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Montauk Highway 
Telephone East Quogue 960 
Wantagh 
W. J. JORGENSEN 
Realtor — Appraisals 
Tel. Wantagh 2210 
Babylon 
CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main St., nr. Lake Babylon 644 
Center Moriches 
AUGUST STOUT, JR. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Center Moriches 400 
Great Neck 


hh t LONG ISLAND 


Main Street 


REAL ESTATE 

City Line to Montauk Point 

Listings of real estate wanted 
all over Long Island. 

Sales offices 310 North Blvd. 

Lake Success, Great Neck 
Tel. Great Neck 5614 
Mattituck 8434 


West Hempstead 
CHARLES H. LANGDON 
Realtor and Insurance 
224 Hempstead Turnpike 
Telephone Hempstead 3361-2-3 


Garden City 


BULKLEY ¢ ORTON (0. 
EST Is7eo ? HEALTONS) 
7orricer Ss) 
**Brooklyn and Long Island's Largest 
Real Estate Organization’ 
721 Franklin Ave Tel. Garden City 7-5400 











Joseoh Annino 


Real Estate - Insurance 
201 Higbie Lane - West Islip 


Phones—Bus: Babylon 1960 
Res: Babylon 1668 
West Islip's First Established Ins. Agency 











Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 


Insurance — Real Estate 
George S. Colyer, Secy. 
Broadway and Park Ave. 
Tel. Amityville 1% 
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ae Bays 


JOHN H. SUTTER 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
1 East Main Street 
Telephone 420 
Merrick 
TOM ABBOTT 
Realtor - Insurance 
29 West Sunrise Highway 
Tel. FReeport 8-0899 








Tel. Babylon 265 


W. E. MAGEE, Inc. 
APPRAISER 


Real Estate and Insurance 
Brokers 
Babylon, N. Y. 














Headquarters 


FOR | 
Home Owners 
LUMBER 


HARDWARE 
TOOLS 














| Home Appliances 


Wall Paper Paint 
Nassau Su uffolk 
tumeBer & suPPLYUU corp 


Eight Convenient Locations 
on Long Island 








Long Island Forum Index 
Index of Long Island Forum, years 


1938-47 inclusive. About 40 


Miss 


pages 
compiled by Marguerite V. 
jbrarian L. I. 


Public 


Doggett, I 
Queens 


Jamaica 2, 


Collection, 
3orough 
N. Y. 


Library, 


Done by photo 


offset process. $1 postpaid. Order 


from Miss Doggett. 








Wines & Liquors 

IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC 

Delves Liquor Store 
LICENSE L-1382 


201 Broadway, Amityville Tel. 33 
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erect a stage waggon to drive from 
Sag Harbor to Brooklyn Ferry once 
every week in summer and once a 
fortnight in winter. Fare one way 
18 shillings. The notice continued: 
“The stage will set out from 
Brooklyn Ferry at 10 a. m. Monday 
and that night will put up at Samuel 
Nicolls’, in Hempstead Plains, 
where a waggon will be ready fo1 
their reception on Tuesday morning 
to carry them thence to Epenetus 
Smith’s, Smithtown, and there ex- 
change passengers, and then pro 
ceed to Benjamin Havens’, at St. 
George’s Manor, and on Wednesday 
morning set out for Nathan Ford 
ham’s, at Sag Harbor, where a pas- 
sage boat will be ready to carry all 
passengers to New London, 
necticut. 
“Goods per hundred, 
a mile, and baggage as usual.” 
My mother belonged to the 
Havens family of Center Moriches 
(Mrs.) Bess G. Humbert, 
Lynbrook 


Con 


one penny 


% HK *¥ 
Southampton’s Old Church 


One of the most historic churches 
on Long Island, without 
the First Presbyterian Church, 
Southampton. Organized in New 
England in the spring of 1640, 
many consider it the oldest Presby- 
terian Church in America, as its 
form of government from the first 
was Presbyterian, although the 
Presbytery of Long Island was not 
organized until 1717. 

Southampton’s first 
built in 1640 on the south side of 
Meeting House Lane at the junc 
tion of Old Town road. The second 
building stood from 1653 to 1707 on 
the east side of Scuth Main street, 
opposite the present Manse. The 
third stood from 1707 to 1843 on 
the northeast corner of Meeting 
House lane and Main street. 


doubt, is 


church was 
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TRAPHAGEN SCHOOL 


OF FASHION For Results 


TRAINING HERE PAYS LIFE DIVIDENDS 
/ Summer, Fall aed Winter Courses 
Professional methods day or eve. All 
branches of Fashion for beginners or 
advanced students. Regents’ Credits 


DAY, EVENING & SATURDAY COURSES 
Now forming for Design, Illustration, Cloth- 
ing Construction and all branches of Fashion 
parallel to Day Courses. Junior Classes Sat 


INTERIOR DECORATION & DISPLAY 


Courses prepare students for the fascinating 
flelds of decoration and dis lay in minimum 
time, day or evening rree 
Bureau. Send for C ire. 5 








*lacement 
Phone CO. 5- 207 








Massapequa 
MARJORIE R. POST 
Charles E. Krohn Agency 





Insurance - Real Estate 
Tel. Massapequa 6-0925 and 6-0717 
Stony Brook < 


% C. C. CL ARKE COMPANY 
SERVICE - COURTESY 
EFFICIENCY 
Tel. Stony Brook 37 


Bay Shere 





Auto and Other Insurance 
Real Estate Appraisals 
HENNING AGENCY, Realtor 
84 E. Main St. Bay Shore 1442 


£ ast Norw ich 


Richard Downing & Sons 
GENERAL INSURANCE 
Lie ensed Real Estate Broker 
el. Oyster Bay 592 
North Hempstez ad Turnpike 








SCHWARZ 
FLORIST 














Suffolk Typewriter 
Repair Co. 
ROYAL Sales, Service, Rentals 
All Makes Sold, Repaired, Rented 
Adding Machines 

199 W. Main St 


Office Equipment 


Bay Shore Tel. 986 














Mortgage Money 
Available 


NO APPRAISAL FEES 


The Union Savings Bank 
of Patchogue, N. Y. 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 














In Amityville It's The 
AMITY AUTO SALES 
Chevrolet Agency 


For Sales and Service 
Parts and Accessories 
Merrick Rd., opp. Park Tel. 909-910 











NOW! Our in 
TRAPHAGEN, 1680 Broadway (S2nd St.) New York 19 
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Payne - East Hampton 
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York. With a horse Payne 
might get to the metropolis 
too frequently and neglect his 
studies (54). 

While Payne was absent in 
Boston, Seaman, much to the 
displeasure of his protege, de- 
cided to send Payne to Union 
College but recently estab- 
lished at Schenectady fourteen 
miles beyond Albany, with 
Eliphalet Nott as its first 
president (54). 

Payne returned to New 
York after a visit to his par- 
ents in Boston about the mid- 
dle of April, 1806 (55). Early 
in June he started for Schen- 
ectady by a packet sailboat up 
the Hudson. He tarried to- 
gether with fellow travelers in 
Albany which he described as 
then “a poor, shabby looking 
little clump of houses” (57). 
Union College, he wrote his 
father, was “universally railed 
at here for the excessive and 
unexampled rigidity of its 
governors” (58). 

To the later anger of Sea- 
man who was paying his ex- 
penses, Payne continued on a 
junket trip toward Montreal. 
Col. Marinus Willett, the hero 
of the Revolutionary battle at 
Fort Stanwix, had urged him 
to come along with his new 
found friends (62). Falling 
out with a fellow passenger 
Payne got only as far as Glens 
Falls with but thirty-three 
cents in his pocket. He bor- 
rowed money of the stage 
driver, and of his landlord at 
Albany upon his return, to pay 
the driver. Mayor Van Renn- 
selaer of Albany gave him $90 
with which to pay his debts 
(57-69). 

Payne’s formal education to 
this time was limited to the 
schooling he had acquired in 
Boston. Notwithstanding his 
precocity and editorial experi- 
ence he was not prepared for 
admission to college classes. 
President Nott had been op- 
posed to having Payne placed 
at his college (70). It had, 
nevertheless, been arranged 
that the head of the budding 
college should take Payne un- 


der his wing and prepare him 
to enter the college classes. 
Payne finally arrived at Schen- 
ectady July 19. Thus it was 
that Payne became, believe it 
not, the roommate, chum and 
bedfellow of the first president 
of Union College (70, 71). 
Payne was not permitted to 
go to New York during the 
ensuing summer vacation of 
fifteen weeks. Wherever thir- 
ty-four year old Nott went, 
fifteen year old Payne also 
went. They spent the latter 
part of the vacation at Albany. 
At the request of those digni- 
taries they visited the secre- 
tary of state and also Governor 
Lewis Morgan (70, 74). The 
following Christmas vacation 
Payne spent with his parents 
in Boston (72) and did not 
return to college until Feb. 10, 
1807 because of illness (91). 
During the spring vacation 
Payne traveled through New 
Jersey, visiting Trenton and 
Princeton. He also went to 
Philadelphia where he _ re- 
mained for some time (97). 


Before returning to college he 


stopped with friends at New 
York City (98). College closed 
July 29. Payne went to Boston 
in August and returned to 
Union the latter part of Octo- 
ber (108). 

Soon thereafter Payne broke 
with his patron Seaman over 
money matters (115), as he 
had previously broken with 
Editor Coleman who had in- 
duced Seaman to sponsor 
Payne’s education. Payne 
claimed that Coleman had en- 
deavored to injure him in the 
opinion of Seaman (51). 

Payne’s father, still residing 
at Boston, now reluctantly 
consented that John should 
try his hand on the stage, the 
desire of the boy’s heart. He 
had not wanted to go to Union 
any more than President Nott 
had originally wanted him 
there (70). In November 
Payne left for Boston where 
he devoted three months in 
preparation for his new ven- 
ture (121). 

He made his debut as Young 
Norval at the Park Theatre, 
New York, Feb. 24, 1809, 
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where he performed seven 
nights. His success was com- 
plete (121, 122). He then re- 
turned to Boston (123). His 
first performance there as 
Young Norval was in the Old 
Federal Theatre, on April 2 
(124). He thereafter “wan- 
dered from one end of the 
theatrical hemisphere” to the 
other with engagements at 
Baltimore, Washington, Phila- 
delphia, Richmond, Charles- 
ton, Norfolk and Petersburg; 
then back to New York the 
middle of September (129- 
137). 

His father moved from Bos- 
ton to New York prior to 
September of 1809 and re- 
established himself as a 
teacher there (136). When 
applying to John Jacob Astor 
for a loan on the security of a 
life insurance policy, John 
Howard Payne said he had “an 
interesting family dependent 
on his labors”. The loan was 
refused (142-146). 


Again Payne was playing 
from place to place; five days 
in Albany during April of 1811 
(148, 149). In September he 
toured through the mountains 
of Virginia (149). In Novem- 
ber he had an engagement in 
Philadelphia and another in 
Boston. After a disappointing 
experience in Philadelphia he 
returned to New York; then 
left for Boston where occurred 
a financial failure (154). 

Payne’s father died March 
7, 1811 (154). His mother had 
previously died in Boston June 
18, 1807 (105). Payne re- 
turned to New York to 
straighten out the affairs of 
his father (154). He later ful- 
filled a Baltimore engagement 
(155). 


After in October 1812. he 
had declined the offer of em- 
ployment on Alexander C. 
Hanson’s newspaper, Payne 
sailed for Liverpool on the 
brig Catherine Ray Jan. 17, 
1813 (156, 158). 

Ten years passed. Anna 
Maria Tree sang Home, Sweet 
Home at Covent Garden The- 
atre, London, May 8, 1823. 
She won thereby a husband, 
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and John Howard Payne, im- 
mortal fame. 


In summation, attention is 
here 
facts of Payne’s early life: 

1. Payne is nowhere re- 
corded as having said that he 
ever lived or “spent” either his 
childhood or his youth at East 
Hampton. 

2. He did write that he 
visited East Hampton and of 
it obtained a passing glance. 

3. 1791 to 1796: Payne dur- 
ing this period of his early 
childhood lived with his par- 
ents in New York City. Diffi- 
culties of travel then either 
by land or sea between Man- 
hattan and eastern Long 
Island would preclude the 
probability of many visits by 
him to East Hampton. 

1. 1796 to 1804: Payne was 
then living, from his sixth to 
his thirteenth year, with his 
parents in Boston. There he 
attended school. 

5. 1804 to 1806: Payne was 
tied from eight to eight to an 
accountant’s stool in New 
York. During this period of 
his early life he also published 
The Thespian Mirror. 

6. 1806 to 1808: Payne was 
a student at Union College in 
upstate New York and was 
closely attached to its presi- 
dent. 

7. 1808 to 1813: He left col- 
lege in 1808. During this 
period of his later youth and 
early manhood he_ traveled 
from one end of the theatrical 
hemisphere to the other. 

The 


Home 


front of 
is not in 


marker in 
Sweet Home 


drawn to the following 
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the category of those which 
are seen along the highways 
of New York, placed there by 
the State Education Depart- 
ment. It is a hoax pure and 
simple. It should be removed 
either voluntarily by those re- 
sponsible for its placement or 
by the State officials whose 


of truth. 


win of 
Forum: 


Huntington in 
“our beautiful 


history.” 


1951 
function is the dissemination 


As aptly said by Hilary Cor- 
the 
east 
end village needs no false pre- 
tense to insure its permanent 
and high place in Long Island 
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Rayham Hall in Oyster Bay 


Continued from page 63 


many years it stood in the 
house of Peter Townsend in 
Chester, Orange County, N. Y. 
He presented it to his daugh- 
ter Anne as a wedding gift 
and she brought it to Rayn- 
ham Hall when she went there 
in 1798, the bride of Captain 
Solomon Townsend, son of 
Samuel T. 

Tradition has it that Wash- 
ington sometimes consulted 
this clock on his visits to the 
Townsend home in Chester 
while supervising the con- 
struction of the chain. Also at 
Raynham Hall may be seen an 
ancient desk which crossed 
the Atlantic 36 times prior to 
1776 in the ship of Captain 
Solomon Townsend. Raynham 
Hall, like some other Long 
Island mansions, also has its 
slave pen, together with many 
other reminders of the period 
when stalwart American col- 
onists were giving birth to a 
nation. 
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of the works of the late Birdsall Jackson. ‘The 
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It is believed that the first Sun- 
day School on Long Island was 
organized in this church under the 
Rev. Peter Shaw 1821-29. In 1845 
the third building was moved to 24 
Main street and served as the Meth- 
odist Church until 1883. 

The fourth and present church 
was erected in 1843 and the chapel 
in 1895. 


Grace R. Colleran, Jamaica. 


I wonder if any reader could tell 
us some of the history of the old 
Al Leander Brown Hotel that 
stood for years at the corner of 
Bellmore avenue and Sunrise high- 
way, the latter being only a cow- 
path in those days. 

Mrs. Harry Brown, Bellmore 


The Name of Zerubabel 


Zerubabel Hallock, or Halliock as 
the record has it, had a distinctive 
front name of Hebrew derivation. 
He was not born at Babel as the 
name would imply, nor was he or an 
ancestor one of the leaders of the 
first expedition of Hebrews to re- 
turn from Babylonian captivity. 

He was the grandson of William 
Hallock, one of the first settlers at 
Mattituck, in whose family the 
name Zerubabel was carried 
through four generations. Nearly 
all the old families of that vicinity 
have the blood of Zerubabel in their 
veins. 

William’s 
Esther Osman or 
His daughter, named for her 

other, married Richard Steers 
Hubbard, grandson of Richard 
Steer, Long Island’s first poet. They 
were ancestors of Nathaniel Tut- 
hill Hubbard. 

Two sons of Zerubabel and Est- 
her, William and John Hallock were 
drowned March 16, 1750. Zerubabel 
died April 8, 1761 in his 66th year, 
shortly after being taken into the 
local church. Esther, his wife, lived 
until! Feb. 17, 1773, dying in her 
TSth year 

Others of their children were 
Daniel, died Aug. 5, 1753; Sarah, 
died Nov. 14, 1754; Benjamin, died 
Sug. 27, 1765 and James, died Sept. 
27, 1775. 

The last survivor of the family 
who bore his father’s name, spelled 
on his grave marker “Zerubbable,” 
lived to be nearly 78, dying March 


married 
Osborn in 1719. 


grandson 


31, 1800. 
Reporter. 


Upton Downs, Roving 


Wooden Pipelines 


An old time Long Island custom, 
now seldom mentioned and per- 
haps long forgotten by most per- 
sons who heard of it as children, 
was that of running water from a 
spring to a house or barn by 
means of hollow logs. They were 
called “pump logs’. Logs of soft 
wood some eight or ten feet long 
and perhaps six to ten inches in 
diameter were bored from end to 
end with long-handled one-inch 
bits. Not simply one such hole but 
a number were bored paralleling 
one another the length of the bark- 
less log. 

An end of each such log was 
reamed out to receive the pointed 
end of another bored log, the nun 
ber of logs used depending on the 
distance from spring to outlet. 
These logs, thoroughly dried out, 
were laid in a trench and as the 
water began to flow through the 
several holes the soft wood swelled, 
to make the joints water tight. 

It was no simple task to cut, 
bore and fit these logs and to dig 
the trench in which they were to 
lie, but according to old time refer- 
ences to them it was a much lighter 
iob than to tote buckets of water 
by hand every day and perhaps 
several times a day from spring to 
kitchen or outhouse. 

These pump logs were used more 
generally in the center of the 
island and in other hilly sections 
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where a down-grade led away from 
the spring and provided gravity 
for a steady flow of water. I 
doubt if such a system or any evi- 
dence of it still exists on the island. 
Orville Brush, 
Jackson Heights. 


Fishing in 1893 


The Greenport Watchman in 


Continued on page 77 








A Booklet to Have 
And to Hold 


The year 1950 will long be re- 
membered by the good people of 
Smithtown because of the 275th 
Anniversary of the town’s First 
Presbyterian Church. And _ those 
who did not attend the celebration 
staged at Smithtown Branch some 
months ago marking the event may 
still do the next best thing: procure 
a copy of the handsome, informative 
booklet issued for the occasion. It 
is not simply a souvenir describing 
the various pageants and other 
activities, but contains such historic 
items as transcripts of old Indian 
deeds and the town patent issued 
by Richard Nicolls to Richard 
Smith, the names of the town’s 
Revolutionary Minutemen, and the 
list of the supervisors and town 
clerks from 1719 to the present. 
Needless to say, nobody but a 
Smith occupied Smithtown’s high- 
est public office up to 1797. 

The present building of the 
church is its third and was dedi- 
cated September 9, 1827. Probably 
its most famous minister was the 
Rev. Joshua Hartt who served dur- 
ing the War for Independence. The 
present pastor, the Rev. Raymond 
H. Case, was chairman of the Anni- 
versary Committee. Copies of the 
booklet may be obtained while they 
last by addressing 
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Simplicity for the Trousseau 

With spring and summer wed- 
dings in mind, students at the 
Traphagen School of Fashion, New 
York, have designed a group of 
trousseau gowns in which a beauti- 
ful simplicity proved to be the out- 
standing feature. The two shown 
here are equally alluring — it is 
only a matter of whether the bride 
wants to look like a Greek goddess 
(left) or impersonate a little girl 
in the romantic, old-fashioned 
manner, with just a dash of sophis- 
tication added (right). 

Created by designers in their 
teens and early twenties who are 
trained in fashion rightness and 
combine it successfully with their 


‘own youthful tastes, these designs 
express the young moderns’ trend 
toward less ornamentation and 
more classic line in intimate as well 
as outer apparel. 

The Grecian nightdress may be 
made in any of a variety of fabrics 
— satin, lingerie-weight or sheer 
crepes, or tricot weave material in 
silk, nylon or rayon. There is no 
decoration on this classic gown 
ether than the deep band of elasti- 
cized shirring at the midriff. The 
wide oval neckline, edged with a 
narrow binding of the material, 
continues into tabs which tie in 
bows at the shoulders. 

The little-girl “nightie” is de- 
signed for crepe, satin or batiste, 
with the bodice vestee of tucked net 
edged with net ruffles as are the 
tiny sleeves. Tucks ave repeated in 
the simulated skirt yoke, and a 
narrow ribbon sash snugs_ the 
waistline. 

The gown in Greek influence was 


designed by Jeanne Hiltenbrand, 
the high-necked style by Jacqueline 
Waterbury, both students at the 
Traphagen School in advanced de- 
sign and illustration. 








Chorum_, 
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October 1893 ran a news item to 
the effect that Captain E. B. Tut- 
hill of East Marion had taken 
fiom his fish-trap on the east side 
of Fort Pond Bay, in one haul, 73 
large sized boxes of bluefish, aver- 
aging about 10 or 12 pounds, in 
all about 29,200 pounds. It was 
figured that at the market price 
ranging from 6 to 9 cents per 
pound, he wou'd receive around 
$2,000 for the day’s work. Not bad, 
except for the bluefish. 

That same week the carcass of 
a 60-foot sulphur-bottom whale 
was found in the surf near the 
Mecox Life Saving station, and the 
blubber, tried out at Osborne 
Brothers’ premises in Wainscott 
preduced 25 barrels of oil, worth 
about $800. 

Also the week, 


same Captain 


Joshua Edwards reported a catch 
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of 320,000 fish, Captain Gabe 
Edwards, 325,000; Captain James 
Ward, 300,000; Captain George 
Smith, 250,000, and Captain Elijah 
Taman, 280,000, according to the 
East Hampton Star of November 
8, 1898. Although the item didn’t 
say, I surmise that the fish caught 
were moss-bunkers (menhaden). 
George E. Case, Queens. 


* * * 


Another Oak Gone 
I recently saw reported in the 
Patchogue Advance without com- 
ment the fact that a local land- 
scaper and his men had sawed 
down “one of the largest oak 
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trees in Bellport”. To quote fur- 
ther: “It took the men four hours 
to saw through the tree which was 
44» feet in diameter. By counting 
the rings it was determined the 
tree was over 200 years old.” 

! am wondering what the good 
people of Bellport thought of this 
operation. Nothing was said in the 
item of a need to remove the tree. 
I am not a horticulturist, but I 
shudder when I learn of one of 
the island’s great caks being de- 
stroyed. This one was taken down 
previous to the November storm. 

Cora Wade, West Hempstead. 


Island’s Old Mills 


Looking over the October Forum 
and reading of Five Long Island 
Blacksmiths, by Marion F. Overton, 
I learn that there were seven gener- 
ations of Terry’s who were millers, 
beginning with the first Terry of 
Southold. As with the vanishing 
blacksmith-and his “spreading chest- 
nut tree”, I am trying to keep alive 
with my paintings of many of the 
Island’s old gristmills. 

Jan Bruce Terry, Patchogue. 

Note: Artist Terry’s paintings 
were exhibited at the Queens Bor- 
ough Public Library, Jamaica, dur- 
ing October. 


Whenever I read one of Julian 
Denton Smith’s articles such as 
“Fire Island’s Sunken Forest” in 
your December issue, I feel like 
Oliver Twist, “I want some more.” 

Some of the best reading in your 
journal is in the letters columns, 
viz.: “An Ice-Boat Story” (by 
Ralph Albertson), also in the De~ 
cember issue. These letters belie 
the frequent assertion that nowa- 
days people do not write letters, 
but use the telephone instead. 

L. A. Eldridge Jr., M. D., Rens- 
selaerville, N. Y. 

Dr. Eldridge was until his re- 
tirement a resident and civic worker 
of Great Neck, the of his 


ancestral home. 


locale 


It is a pleasure to renew my sub- 
scription. Mrs. Florence Schwart- 
ing, West Hampton. 

* fe 
Correction 

The page citation to Hedges 
History of East Hampton, 1897 
edition at the conclusion of my 
article “Payne Did Visit at East 
Hampton” in the March edition of 
the Forum should have been_ 167 
instead of 67. 

Clarence Ashton Wood, 
Contributing Editor 


© 
Cited 
Listed in the quarterly of the 
State Historical Association, for 
January, among recent outstanding 
articles, are the following from the 
Long Island Forum: Mrs. Estelle 
Valentine Newman’s “Cold Spring 
Harbor Hotels;” Miss Marion F. 


Forum Articles 


Overton’s “Five Long Island Black 
smiths,” and Dr. Clarence Ashton 
Wood’s “Findin’s Keepin’ Was the 
tule” and “The Story of a Figure- 


head.” 


Jamaica Twice Capital 


The village of Jamaica served 
twice as the capital of the province 
of New York. In the fall of 1702 
when New York City was infested 
with yellow fever, Lord Cornbury, 
rovernor, occupied the Jamaica 
Presbyterian parsonage, and again 
in 1753 when a similar epidemic 
struck Manhattan the gubernatorial 
seat was located for more than a 
month at the Long Island 
village. 

Upton Downs, Roving Reporter 


same 


I find the Forum most interesting 
and always lcok forward to receiv- 
ing it. Being an old Long Islande: 
(mother’s forebears landed in 
Flushing in 1790), the articles on 
places, people and events of yester- 
year appeal very strongly to me 
William T. Simpson, Albany. 
(Former Senator Simpson and fan 
ily summer at Stony Brook.) 


+ 


And don’t forget Ye Clarke 
House at Greenport, built in 1831 
by Captain John Clarke. John 
Quincy Adams, Walt Whitman and 
more recently Admirals George 
Dewey and Schley of Spanish- 
American War fame, slept there. 
I believe this place is still standing. 

Horace Lightne 


New York 


Kings County Relics 
Although the Schenck house in 
Kings County is to be preserve: 
indoors at the Brooklyn Museum, 
it is not the oldest house in that 


Continued on back cover 
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Here’s an April shower gift 
she'll never forget... Gorham* 
Sterling. Decide now that your 
next gift for a bride-to-be will be 
solid silver ... in any one of 16 
popular Gorham patterns. 

A six-piece place-setting costs 
from $29.75 to $39.25 (incl. Fed. 
Tax) depending on the pattern 
you choose. Serving and extra 
pieces cost from $2.25 to $19.25. 
Drop in and see this wonderful 


buy today! 


P.S. Only Gorham makes one-piece, 

dent-resistant sterling knife 
handles. We'll be glad to ex- 
plain this exclusive Gorham 


feature for you. 
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now arrange for installation through the Long 
Island Lighting Company. 
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tem than fully automatic gas heat. And you will’ 
probably find that gas heat costs a lot less than 
you think. 


Our expert heating engineers are ready to give 
you an accurate estimate of gas heating costs 
and help you choose proper equipment. So get 
the facts right NOW! 


Ask for full information at any of our convenient 
local officcs, or write direct to Main Office, 
Mineola, Long Island. 
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county. This distinction, in the 
opinion of Kings County Historian 
James Kelly, belongs to the Wyck- 
off house. The Lady Deborah 
Moody house at Gravesend is 
nearly as old. Gravesend’s four 
original squares as well as_ its 
cemetery are also still extant. 
John O’Halloran, 
338 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn. 
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Break fast- Luncheon- Dinner 


HOTEL PATIO 


Westhampton Beach 
Teleph Westh 1300 





Modern Hotel Service 
Cocktail Lounges 
Private Dining Rooms 


OPEN ALL YEAR 














Strohm’s 


1 Mile East of Babylon 
on the Merrick Road 
Specializing in Home Cooking 
LUNCHEONS DINNERS 
COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
Phone Babylon 663 


Mrs. Ferd Strohm Closed Mondays 

















Colonial House 


An Historic Spot 
For Fine Food 


Entertainment 
Friday and Saturday 
1222 New York Avenue 


Huntington Station 
Phone Huntington 5094 
LIONS MEET HERE 

















Where You Meet Your 
Friends 


SAM’S 


Luncheons Dinners 
Foot of Maple Avenue 
Phone 479 Bay Shore 


CLOSED TUESDAYS 








BEAU SEJOUR 


All dishes prepared 
to order 


PHONE HICKSVILLE 91 


BETHPAGE, L. I. 














For the Sea Food 
Connoisseur It’s 


SNAPPER 
INN 


on Connetquot River 


OAKDALE 
Phone Sayville 248 
CLOSED MONDAYS 





























